What is claimed is: 



1. A data center for keeping the sameness between data in 
client terminal and data in a server through a communication 
link, said data center comprising: 

a server for storing data to be kept same as data in said 
client terminal; 

data transmission means for sending data to be kept same 
as the data in said client terminal to said client terminal; 

signal transmission means for sending a signal for 
checking the sameness at predetermined timing to said client 
terminal; and 

control means for controlling the signal transmission 
performed by said signal transmission means based on the result 
of the transmission by said data transmission means. 

2 . The data center according to claim 1 . wherein said client 
terminal is a portable information terminal and said 
communication link is a radio link. 

3 . The data center according to claim 1 , wherein said control 
means stops the signal transmission by said signal transmission 
means if the transmission by said data transmission means 
results in an error. 

4 . The data center according to claim 3 , wherein said control 
means causes the signal transmission by said signal 
transmission means to be resumed if the data transmission 
performed by said data transmission means after the signal 
transmission by said signal transmission means is stopped 
succeed. 
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5. The data center according to claim 1, wherein the sender 
telephone number of said data transmission means and the sender 
telephone number of said signal transmission means are 
different from each other so that, when an incoming receipt 
occurs at said client terminal, it can be determined whether 
the receipt is the receipt of data sent from said data 
transmission means or the receipt of a signal sent from said 
signal transmission means. 

6. The data center according to claim 1, wherein a 
transmission frequency used by said signal transmission means 
and a transmission frequency used by said data transmission 
means are different from each other so that , when receipt occurs 
at said client terminal, it can be determined whether the 
receipt is the receipt of data sent from said data transmission 
means or the receipt of a signal sent from said signal 
transmission means. 

7. The data center according to claim 1, wherein the signal 
sent by said signal transmission means is sent as a sound wave 
so that, when receipt occurs at said client terminal, it can 
be determined whether the receipt is the receipt of data sent 
from said data transmission means or the receipt of a signal 
sent; from said, signal transmission means. 

8. The data center according to claim 1, wherein the signal 
sent by said signal transmission means is sent as infrared so 
that, when receipt occurs at said client terminal, it can be 
determined whether the receipt is the receipt of data sent from 
said data transmission means or the receipt of a signal sent 
from said signal transmission means. 
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9. The data center according to claim 1, wherein, when said 
data transmission means received a send request from said client 
terminal, said data transmission means sends data to said client 
terminal based on said send request. 

10. The data center according to claim 1, further comprising 
timing setting means for setting said predetermined timing. 

11. A data synchronization system for keeping the sameness 
between data in client terminal and data in a server through 
a communication link, said system comprising: 

signal transmission means for sending a signal for 
checking the sameness to said server at predetermined timing; 

transmission result detection means for detecting the 
result of transmission performed by said signal transmission 
means; and 

control means for controlling said client terminal based 
on the transmission result detected by said transmission result 
detection means. 

12. A client terminal for keeping the sameness between data 
in said client terminal and a server through a communication 
link, said client terminal comprising: 

receiving means for receiving data to be kept same as data 
in said server and a signal for checking the sameness, said data 
being sent to said client terminal when needed and said signal 
being sent at predetermined timing; 

receiving status detecting means for detecting the 
receiving status of said signal for checking the sameness sent 
at said predetermined timing; and 

processing means for performing a predetermined process 
based on the receiving status detected by said receiving status 
detecting means. 
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13. The client terminal according to claim 12, further 
comprising : 

receipt type determination means for determining the type 
of receipt; 

connection control means for controlling connection and 
disconnection of a line for said receipt according to the result 
of the determination by said receipt type determination means . 

14. The client terminal according to claim 13. wherein said 
connection control means disconnect the line for said receipt 
if said receipt type determination means determines that said 
receipt type is the receipt of a signal sent by said signal 
transmission means. 

15. The client terminal according to claim 12, further 
comprising: 

sameness status determination means for determining the 
sameness status of the current data based on received signal 
strength and whether said signal is received or not; and 

display means for displaying the determination result of 
said sameness status determination means . 

16 . The client terminal according to claim 15 , wherein said 
sameness status determination means determines that the 
sameness between data in said client terminal and data in said 
server is not kept if it is determined based on said received 

signal strength that said client terminal is within an area 

where the signal reaches and said signal is not received at said 
predetermined timing. 

17. The client terminal according to claim 15, further 
comprising transmission request means for requesting for the 



transmission of data to be kept same as data in said server from 
said server if said sameness status determination means 
determines that the data is not kept same as the data in said 
server. 

18. The client terminal according to claim 12, wherein a line 
for said received signal is disconnected if said receiving 
status detecting means detects that the receiving status of said 
signal is normal. 

19. A data synchronization system for keeping the sameness 
between data in client terminal and data in a server through 
a communication link, said system comprising: 

a server for storing data to be kept same as data in said 
client terminal; 

data transmission means for sending data to be kept same 
as the data in said client terminal to said client terminal; 

signal transmission means for sending a signal for 
checking the sameness at predetermined timing to said client 
terminal ; 

control means for controlling the signal transmission 
performed by said signal transmission means based on the result 
of the transmission of the data by said data transmission means; 
and 

a client terminal for receiving data sent from said data 
transmission means and a signal sent from said signal 
transmission means. 

20. The data synchronization system according to claim 19, 
wherein said client terminal comprises timing setting meaning 
for setting said predetermined timing. 
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21. A data synchronization method for sending a signal for 
checking the sameness of data to a client terminal at 
predetermined timing; sending data to said client terminal as 
required, the sameness of said data being to be kept between 
said client terminal and a predetermined server, detecting a 
situation where said sent data is not received by said client 
terminal, and, if said situation where said sent data is not 
received by said client terminal is detected, stopping the 
transmission of said signal. 

22. The data synchronization method according to claim 21, 
wherein said client terminal requests for the transmission of 
said data to be kept same as data in said server if said client 
terminal cannot receive said signal. 

23. The data synchronization method according to claim 21, 
wherein, if it is detected that said client terminal receives 
data to be kept same as the data in said server after the 
transmission of said signal is stopped, the transmission of said 
signal is resumed. 

24. The data synchronization method according to claim 21, 
wherein, if receipt occurs in said client terminal, said client 

terminal determines the type o£ said, receipt, and ±£ it 
determined that said receipt is the receipt of said signal for 
checking said sameness , disconnects the line for said receipt . 



